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Connect with Others

Seniors Morning Tea - Tuesday 7 April 10:00 am - 11:30 am. Bookings essential.

Seniors Game of Scones - Friday 10 April 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm. Free. Everyone 55+ is invited to join. Play
Games. Eat Scones. Please let us know if you are attending by calling 4037 2874.

Community Garden Group - Every Tuesday 9 am to 11 am. Everyone welcome. BYO hat, sun protective
clothing and drink bottle. Call Casey on 4037 2874 for more information. 

Book Club - Friday 10 April 9:30 am to 10:30 am. Call Casey on 4037 2874 for more information. 

Men’s Group Yarning Circle - Friday 17 April 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. No matter your mob, come for a yarn!
Free food and drinks on the night. No need to RSVP. Call 4037 2874 for information. 

Healthy for Life for Seniors - Mondays Group A 10:30 am - 11:30 am. Group B 11:30 am - 12:30 pm. Free
weekly fitness program. Both Healthy for Life groups are now fully booked.

Busy Needles, handicraft group - Fridays 8:30 am - 12:00 pm. Bring your own craft to work on.

Cairns Stamp Club - Wednesday 22 April 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm. Everyone welcome.

Families with Children

Family Music Fun with Jaye from Uplift Music - Mondays 9:15 am - 10:00 am. 

Play Matters Playgroup - Wednesdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am. For families with children 0 - 5 years old.
Does not run during school holidays.

Wuchopperen Play Group - Thursdays 9:30 am - 11:30 am during school term. Open to all families with
children aged 0 - 4 years. Morning tea provided. For information call 4080 1159. Does not run during
school holidays.

Learn Something New

Digital Drop-In - Wednesdays 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm. Seniors, learn more about your smartphone or tablet.
Laptops not suitable for these sessions. Note: Digital Drop-In will not take place on 15 April.

What's On in April
at Hambledon House Community Centre
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Community Support

Lives Lived Well - Tuesday 14 & 28 April 9:30 am - 1:30 pm. Free
counselling and support for people impacted by alcohol and other
drugs. Call 1300 727 957 or 0437 742 832 for more information. 

Justice of the Peace - Last Friday of the Month - 24 April 11:00 am to
1:00 pm. No booking needed.



AprilAprilApril

Fireflies Activities
Boyce Street Park,
Edmonton
4 pm - 7 pm

Fireflies Activities
Todd Park, Roberts Rd 
4 pm - 7 pm

Sausage Dog Craft Session
1 pm - 3 pm
Ages 5 - 15

Thursday
9 April

Interactive
Bubble Workshop
10 am - 12 pm
Ages 5 - 15

Big Musical Brain
Workout
9:00 am - 10 am
Ages 0 - 5 yrs

Big Musical Brain
Workout
9:30 am - 11 am
Ages 6 - 12 yrs

3D Design & Printing
10 am - 12 pm
or
1 pm - 3 pm
Grades 4 to 9
^

Bookings essential
Parents required to stay

Easter School HolidaysEaster School HolidaysEaster School Holidays

Location:
Sugarworld
Gardens 
To Book
Call 0483 220 734

Mobile Loose Parts Playground
Sugarworld Gardens
9 am - 1 pm

Thursday
9 & 16 April

Tuesday
7 & 14 April

Thursday
9 & 16 AprilLocation:

Bentley Park &
Todd Park

Gordonvale
Neighbourhood Day
10 am - 1 pm

Wednesday
15 AprilLocation:

Norman Park
Gordonvale

Interactive Bubble Workshop
10 am - 12 pm
Ages 5 - 15

Tuesday
14 AprilLocation:

7  Day Adventist
Church
Edmonton

th

Call 0420 653 779

Tuesday
7 April

Location:
Gordonvale
Community Hall
Call 0420 653 779

*^

*^

Tuesday
14 April

Location:
Hambledon House
Community Centre
177 Bruce Highway
Edmonton
To Book
Call 4037 2874

Monday
13 April

Wednesday
8 April

Tie Dye Time
12:30 pm - 2:30 pm
All Ages 6+

Thursday
16 April

Sausage Dog
Craft Session
10 am - 12 pm
Ages 5 - 15

Wednesday
15 April

*^

*^ *^ *^

*^

*̂

*

^

^

In partnership
with Cairns
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I am feeling so grateful to be a part of Hambledon House and the Southside
community. A little bit about me. 

I have a background in community development, housing & homelessness, project
management, project co-design and within this always seek to provide a platform to
build capacity and knowledge especially with youth. 

Hambledon House is your community centre and I look forward to hearing your
ideas to help shape the space and the activities. Come in for a cuppa and a chat.

Sally - Hambledon House Community Centre Program Coordinator
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Meet the Team

Chae - Case Manager, Family Support Services
I’m a Torres Strait Islander woman living on the Southside, and I’m
passionate about supporting the community. In my role, I provide person-
centred, strengths-based support to families, working alongside individuals
and families with complex needs to build stability, connect with services,
and achieve their goals. 

I’m in the Family Support Services and I work closely with Jess the Child
and Family Counsellor. I look forward to getting to know you all. 
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MEN’S GROUP YARNING
CIRCLE

When:        Every Friday fortnightly 
                     17 April
Time:          6:00 pm -7:30 pm
Location:  All meet at Hambledon House Community Centre
                     177 Bruce Hwy, Edmonton
 

Men’s Yarning Circle is a safe, respectful space where ALL men come
together to yarn, listen, support one another, and strengthen connection,
culture, and wellbeing.

For more information
Call: 4037 2874 Mob: 0474 420 443 or email:
hambledonhouse@missionaustralia.com.au

Supported by:



Book Review: Two Sisters by Josephine Cox

Two Sisters by Josephine Cox is a family drama that, while often quiet in tone, contains several moments of real
tension and emotional upheaval. Although it is not a fast‑paced thriller, our Book Club agreed that the novel does
include dramatic twists that keep the story engaging and give weight to its themes.

One of the strongest sources of tension in the book is the deeply troubling role of the father. His treatment of his two
daughters—showing clear favouritism toward one while emotionally neglecting the other—provoked strong reactions
within our group. Many found him to be a horrible and frustrating character, whose behaviour caused long‑lasting
damage to both sisters. His influence looms large over the entire story, even after his death, shaping choices and
relationships in powerful ways.

Despite being raised in the same household, the two sisters grow into strikingly different women. This contrast
became one of the most interesting discussion points for our group. Their differing personalities, combined with the
uneven love and support they received, lead them down very separate paths. This is dramatically highlighted when
one sister ends up in jail—a turning point that brings real suspense and emotional intensity to the narrative,
challenging the idea that the book lacks major plot developments.

The novel also contains other impactful twists. The father’s death marks a significant shift in the family dynamic, and
the subsequent relationship between the mother and the father’s brother Uncle Tom - hinted at as being emotionally
close even while the father was alive—sparked lively discussion in our group. This revelation added an extra layer of
complexity and moral ambiguity, showing that secrets and unspoken truths were simmering beneath the surface long
before they came into the open.

While Two Sisters may not rely on constant action, it certainly delivers its drama through life‑altering events,
emotional consequences, and complex relationships. It is a story that slowly unfolds but ultimately offers plenty of
suspense, heartbreak, and discussion‑worthy moments.

If you love reading and would like to join in the conversation, check out the flyer in this newsletter for further details.
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Hambledon House Book Club
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Can you find all
ten bunnies hiding
in the newsletter?
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News from the community
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News from the community

Matt Smith MP – Member for Leichhardt

The Gordonvale RSL Women’s Auxiliary and the Gordonvale Soldiers Memorial
Hospital are both celebrating their centenary this year. The Mulgrave Shire
Historical Society is proud to support these organisations that played a vital role
in the early Gordonvale years and to this day in 2026. The Society is wanting to
collect stories, photographs, and memorabilia to produce a booklet to
commemorate these important milestones. If anyone has any information to
assist the Society, please contact us by phone on 40561810 Monday to Saturday
from 10 am – 2 pm or email settlersmuseum@bigpond.com. 

Don’t forget Gordonvale Guides is celebrating one hundred years, and we have a
special exhibition featuring guide uniforms of the past, photographs, badges,
memorabilia, and crafts. This display will be on show until June of this year. Our
opening hours are 10:00 am to 2:00 pm Monday to Saturday.

On Thursday 26th February the Mulgrave History Museum had three classes of
year 2/3 students from Gordonvale Primary School visit. Students listened to a
talk by one of the museum volunteers on ‘Why is Gordonvale important and how
has it changed over time.’ Then they had a tour through the museum and got to
touch and feel a selection of different hats and guessed what they were used for.
The children enjoyed seeing all the displays and were full of questions for the
museum staff. The society encourages and welcomes school groups to explore
our museum. The cost per child is $3 each and teachers and accompanying
adults are free. Please contact the Mulgrave History museum to book a group
through during office hours.

Hi South Side! 
March has been a crazy month for me so far, with 4 weeks of Parliament, a new Urgent Care Clinic and Tropical Cyclone Narelle changing
a few plans. I was proud to help launch the new Cairns Central Medical Clinic, one of 49 Bulk Billing Clinics here in Far North Queensland.
A little later in the month, I launched the Cairns North Urgent Care Clinic. This means that Cairns is the first regional city to have multiple
Urgent Care Clinic and will take significant pressure off the Edmonton Urgent Care Clinic. The Edmonton Urgent Care Clinic has been a
fantastic resource for our community – it has treated 39,000 people since it was opened in 2023. I’m super proud of the fact that we have
delivered this for the community. 

In other news, The Cairns Water Security project has reached a significant milestone. More than one million hours of work completed
towards delivering a new drinking water supply for the Cairns community, since project construction began in July 2024. Of the more
than 1,100 people who have contributed to the project, more than 80 per cent of the workforce hail from the Cairns region, who are
working hard to grow the local economy. I’m stoked this project has delivered such a number of jobs for the FNQ community. 

Tropical Cyclone Narelle was a significant development in March. We spent the week leading up to Narelle’s landfall preparing by
speaking to the Minister for Emergency Management, Kristy McBain MP, local mayors and other community groups to ensure that the
community was prepared.   I had the chance to travel to Coen and Weipa in the aftermath. It was uplifting to see the Far North
Queensland community spirit in action in the cleanup after Narelle passed through.   

It’s been a massive month, and April shows no signs of slowing down. 

If you’ve got any specific questions about the Edmonton Urgent Care Clinic, The Cairns Water Security Project or any other federal
government responsibilities please don’t hesitate to give my team a call at 07 4051 2220, email us at matt.smith.mp@aph.gov.au or
check out my socials at Matt Smith MP on Facebook and Instagram. 
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Do you work with people (of any age!) that can sing, play
an instrument, dance, juggle or recite poetry? Perhaps
you have a band, choir or other performers that would
like to perform on the Ravizza Park stage?  Email Janelle:
simj@missionaustralia.com.au or call 4037 2874.



Services and Supports at the Centre
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More information can be found at www.hambledonhouse.com.au or by calling 4037 2874
between 9.00am and 4.00pm
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Hambledon House Community Centre
177 Bruce Highway, Edmonton

P: 4037 2874
E: Hambledonhouse@missionaustralia.com.au

www.hambledonhouse.com.au
 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 4:30 pm
Closed 12:00 pm – 12:30 pm week days and closed weekends and public holidays

 

Hambledon House Community Centre is managed by Mission Australia with funding support from the
Queensland Government.

Communities for Children is a Federal Government initiative funded by the Department of Social
Services. 

Copyright © 2026 Mission Australia, All rights reserved.

follow 
us.

CONNECT

WITH US ON

FACEBOOK
@HambledonHouse

Staff
Program Manager: Tom
Program Coordinator: Sally
Community Engagement Officer: Janelle
COF Community Engagement Facilitators: Robbie and Andrew
Community Development Officer: Casey
Community Chaplain: Daniel
CfC Contract and Service Development Officer: Liz
Case Manager: Chae
Child and Family Counsellor: Jessica
Administration Officer: Fiona 
Administration Officer: Aki
Casual Admin Support: Sarah
Volunteers: Kathy, Helen, Anna, Wendy, Val, Lynne, Jude, Robin, Lisa,
Yvonne, Kozo, Priscilla, Hayley and Pam

External Services

QLD Health 24 Hr Mental Health
Kids Helpline (24/7)
Gambling Helpline (24/7)
Relationships Australia (9-5pm)
Beyond Blue
SANE (10 am - 10 pm weekdays)
Mensline (24/7)
Parentline (8 am - 10 pm)
DV Connect (Women's line 24/7)
DV Connect (Men's line 24/7)
Lifeline (24/7)
Q Life (3 pm - 12 am)
Standby (Cairns) (24/7)
Suicide Call Back Service
Alcohol Drug Info Service (24/7)
Poison Info Life (24/7)
QSTARS (tenancy advice)

1300 64 22 55
1800 55 1800
1800 858 858
1300 364 277
1300 224 636
1800 187 263
1300 789 978
1300 30 1300
1800 811 811
1800 600 636
13 11 14
1800 184 527
0407 490 005
1300 659 467
1800 177 833
13 11 26
1300 744 263

CONTACT US

Online information and chats
Black Dog Institute: www.blackdoginstitute.org.au
Beyond Blue: www.beyondblue.org.au
Headspace online chat: www.eheadspace.org.au
Reachout: www.reachout.com
Parentline: www.parentline.com.au
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APRIL 2026
AT HAMBLEDON HOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRE

World Heritage Day

Earth Day

ANZAC Day

Pay It Forward Day

World Day for Safety and Health at Work

International Jazz Day

HappyEaster

22

10

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

IMPORTANT DATES
*Bookings required

Join the Southern Suburbs News mailing list.  Email: Hambledonhouse@missionaustralia.com.au
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1513 14 16 17
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GAME OF SCONES
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm

STAMP CLUB
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

8:30 am - 12 pm

BUSY NEEDLES

LIVES LIVED WELL
9:30 am - 1:30 pm

COMMUNITY
GARDEN GROUP
9 am - 11 am

3029

COMMUNITY
GARDEN GROUP
9 am - 11 am

PLAYGROUP

9:30 am - 11.30 am

8:30 am - 12 pm

BUSY NEEDLES

DIGITAL DROP-IN
1 pm - 2 pm

1 2 3

DIGITAL DROP-IN
1 pm - 2 pm

PLAYGROUP

9:30 am - 11.30 am

DIGITAL DROP-IN
1 pm - 2 pm

8:30 am - 12 pm

BUSY NEEDLES

WUCHOPPEREN
PLAY GROUP
9:30 am - 11:30 am

SENIORS
MORNING TEA*

10 am - 11:30 am

JP SERVICE
11 am - 1 pm

10:30 am - 11:30 am

HEALTHY FOR LIFE*

10:30 am - 11:30 am

HEALTHY FOR LIFE*

FAMILY MUSIC FUN

9:15 am - 10 am

11:30 am - 12:30 pm

11:30 am - 12:30 pm

COMMUNITY
GARDEN GROUP
9 am - 11 am

MEN’S GROUP
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

LIVES LIVED WELL
9:30 am - 1:30 pm

BOOK CLUB
9:30 am - 10:30 am

27 28

10:30 am - 11:30 am

HEALTHY FOR LIFE*

FAMILY MUSIC FUN

9:15 am - 10 am

11:30 am - 12:30 pm

COMMUNITY
GARDEN GROUP
9 am - 11 am

WUCHOPPEREN
PLAY GROUP
9:30 am - 11:30 am

WUCHOPPEREN
PLAY GROUP
9:30 am - 11:30 am

PLAYGROUP

9:30 am - 11.30 am

DIGITAL DROP-IN
1 pm - 2 pm

2 April

2 April

3 April

5 April

6 April

7 April

11 - 19 April

18 April

22 April

25 April

28 April

28 April

30 April

World Autism Awareness Day

International Children's Book Day  

Good Friday

Easter Sunday

Easter Monday

World Health Day

Youth Week

GOOD FRIDAY
CENTRE CLOSED

EASTER MONDAY

CENTRE CLOSED

See School Holiday Schedule for additional activities

See School Holiday Schedule for additional activities
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	Men’s Yarning Circle is a safe, respectful space where ALL men come together to yarn, listen, support one another, and strengthen connection, culture, and wellbeing.
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	Call: 4037 2874 Mob: 0474 420 443 or email:  hambledonhouse@missionaustralia.com.au
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